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Dr. Scott Menzel Selected as Scottsdale Superintendent 
 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (Feb. 22, 2020) – The Scottsdale Unified School District (SUSD) Governing Board 
voted unanimously today to select Dr. Scott Menzel as the District’s next leader. Menzel comes from 
Ann Arbor, Michigan where he currently serves as Superintendent of the Washtenaw Intermediate 
School District. 
 
Last month, the Board narrowed a list of 29 applications down to three: Dr. Kimberly Guerin, Dr. 
Shelley Redinger and Dr. Menzel.  Yesterday, the Board and five advisory committees interviewed the 
three finalists. Each committee then provided the Board with its impressions of the candidates.  
 
“In our search for a new superintendent — one who will continue to move the district forward and 
prepare our students for success in the 21st century — we strived to create an inclusive process. We 
convened five committees with community members, students, educators, administrators and District 
staff to ensure their voices were heard,” said SUSD Governing Board President Allyson Beckham.  
 
“After considering a competitive field of candidates, we found our district’s next leader. On behalf of 
the Governing Board, I am excited to extend a warm welcome to Dr. Menzel.  We look forward to 
welcoming him to our team and introducing him to the SUSD community.” 
 
Beckham also thanked Dr. John Kriekard for his service to SUSD with a handshake. “We’re grateful to 
Dr. Kriekard for leading our district through a turbulent time and supporting an inclusive search 
process for his successor.” 
 
Menzel will take over from Kriekard, who has served as superintendent since May 2018. His contract 
with the District expires June 30. 
 
“I want to congratulate Dr. Menzel on his new post. I will do everything in my power to make the 
coming transition a smooth one. I look forward to seeing SUSD’s ongoing success under his 
leadership,” said Kriekard.   
 
The Governing Board has appointed Vice President Patty Beckman and Board Member Jann-Michael 
Greenburg to work with Dr. Menzel and District Legal Counsel Michelle Marshall to negotiate an 
employment contract.  
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About the Scottsdale Unified School District 
Located northeast of metropolitan Phoenix, the District serves the educational needs of students and families of 
23,000 students across 29 campuses. Approximately 240,476 people reside within its boundaries. The District’s 
award-winning academic, arts and athletic programs draw students from Phoenix, Paradise Valley, Fountain 
Hills, Tempe and Scottsdale. A highly experienced, professionally certified teaching staff fosters a diverse and 
rigorous educational environment to develop the potential in every individual learner. Offering gifted learning, 
special education, career and technical education, and a variety of athletics, arts and enrichment programs and 
clubs, SUSD provides the rich environment today’s students need to explore their interests, develop important 
social skills and grow into tomorrow’s leaders. For more information, visit www.susd.org and follow along on 
social media: Facebook: @ScottsdaleUSD, Twitter: @ScottsdaleUSD, Instagram: @ScottsdaleUnifiedSD, 
Nextdoor, LinkedIn and YouTube. 
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