
WHAT DID YOU LEARN IN 

SCHOOL TODAY? 

What EVERY kindergarten student should 

know and be able to do in SUSD! 

By the end of the school year, my student will be able 
to:

Read Literature and Informational Text 

 With prompting and support…

 ask and answer questions about key details in
literature and informational texts;

 retell familiar stories, including key details;

 identify characters, settings and major events in
a story;

 identify the main topic and retell key details of
an informational text;

 describe the connection between two individu-
als, events, ideas or pieces of information in an
informational text;

 ask and answer questions about unknown words
in literature and informational text;

 Recognize common types of texts (e.g., storybooks,
poems);

 Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page
of a book;

 With prompting and support…

 name the author and illustrator of a text or story
and define the role of each in telling the story or
presenting the ideas or information;

 describe the relationship between illustrations
and the text or story in which they appear;

 compare and contrast the adventures and experi-
ences of characters in familiar stories;

 identify the reasons an author gives to support
points in an informational text;

 identify basic similarities in and differences
between two texts on the same topic (e.g., in
illustrations, descriptions, or procedures);

 actively engage in group reading activities with
purpose and understanding;

KINDERGARTEN 

 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

 MATHEMATICS 

 SCIENCE 

 SOCIAL STUDIES 

 TECHNOLOGY 

A Message to the Reader 

This brochure provides a summary of the 

standards and skills in English/Language 

Arts, Mathematics, Science and Social Stud-

ies that students should acquire by the end of 

Kindergarten in the Scottsdale Unified 

School District.  The brochure explains what 

students are expected to know and be able to 

do in order to be best prepared for first grade.  

The performance outcomes listed in this bro-

chure are taken from the Arizona Academic 

State Standards.  These outcomes reflect the 

goals of the educational community to ensure 

a quality curriculum and accountability for 

all stakeholders in SUSD. 

Note: The information in this brochure will 

be updated annually over the next three years 

to reflect SUSD’s transition to the Next Gen-

eration Science Standards. 

English Language Arts 

Getting Ready for 

Kindergarten 

 Help children stay in a conversation, aiming for it to go
back and forth at least five times.  Ask genuine questions
that build on what the child has said and make comments
that show your interest.  Increase your child’s vocabulary
by explaining the meaning of unfamiliar words.  These
kinds of conversations motivate children to talk while
encouraging their language development and building
vocabulary.

 While reading to your child, increase the child’s under-
standing of the story by asking questions about story
events.  Ask your child to make personal connections and
predictions to stimulate them in thinking beyond the here
and now.

 Draw children’s attention to the printed word throughout
the day and provide them with opportunities to use print
meaningfully in many different ways.  Children who de-
velop an awareness of how print communicates gain a
solid foundation for learning to read and write.

 Have children draw, write a letter, or  make a shopping
list. Writing is a terrific way for children to express their
thoughts, creativity and uniqueness.  Learning to write
will help children become better readers.

 At home, the best way to help your child learn to love
math is to play with numbers and to frequently point out
the various ways in which math makes our lives easier.
Count and sort household items (for example: socks, sil-
verware, canned goods). Have children make groups of
the items that are the same or different and discuss why.
These activities develop concepts: same, different, size,
shape and color.

 Help your child learn to follow directions by playing
board games and following simple instructions such as
“Please wash your hands.”  Children will have a much
easier time transitioning to the classroom if you have
helped them learn to listen and follow simple directions.

 Studies have shown that exercise helps further develop the
areas of the brain that affect learning and memory. Limit
“screen time” (TV, internet, video games).  Encourage
hopping games, dancing to music, throwing balls and
balancing.

 Activities that promote pre-writing skills and are essential
to fine motor development include finger painting, using
scissors, buttoning clothing, tying shoes and using pencils
or crayons.

 Establish daily routines for waking up (eating breakfast)
and bedtime (reading and laying out clothing for the next
day).
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English Language  

Arts (Continued) 

 demonstrate understanding of the organization
and basic features of print;

 demonstrate understanding of spoken words,
syllables, and sounds (phonemes);

 demonstrate basic knowledge of letter-sound
correspondences by producing the primary or
most frequent sound for each consonant;

 know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding words;

 read emergent-reader texts with purpose and un-
derstanding;

Writing 

 Using a combination of drawing, dictating, and
writing…
 compose opinion pieces which tell a reader the

topic or name of a book and state an opinion or
preference about the topic or book (e.g., My fa-
vorite book is...);

 compose informative/explanatory texts which
name a topic and supply some information about
the topic;

 narrate a single event or several loosely linked
events, tell about the events in the order in which
they occurred, and provide a reaction to what
happened;

Speaking and Listening 

 Participate in collaborative conversations with di-
verse partners about kindergarten topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and large groups;

 follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g.,
listening to others and taking turns speaking
about the topics and texts under discussion);

 continue a conversation through multiple ex-
changes;

 ask and answer questions in order to seek help,
get information, or clarify something that is not
understood;

 Describe familiar people, places, things, and events
and, with prompting and support, provide addition-
al detail;

 Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and
ideas clearly;

Language 

 Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking;

 Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing;

 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
kindergarten reading and content;

 With guidance and support from adults, explore
word relationships and nuances in word meanings;

 Use words and phrases acquired through conver-
sations, reading and being read to, and responding
to texts.

  Mathematics 

  Science 

By the end of the school year, my student will be able 
to: 

 Observe, ask questions, and make predictions;

 Participate in planning and analyze data; com-
pare to predictions;

 Communicate results of investigations;

 Identify individual and cultural contributions to
scientific knowledge;

 Understand the impact of technology;

 Understand that basic structures in plants and
animals serve a function;

 Understand the life cycles of plants and animals;

 Understand the relationships among various or-
ganisms and their environments;

 Classify objects and materials by their observable
properties;

 Understand spatial relationships and the way
objects move;

 Investigate different forms of energy;

 Identify the basic properties of Earth materials;

 Understand characteristics of weather conditions
and climate.

Social Studies 

By the end of the school year, my student will be able 
to: 

American History 

 Recognize that Native Americans are the original
inhabitants of North America;

 Describe people and events honored in holidays,
to include Thanksgiving, President’s Day, Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day and Constitution
Day;

 Recognize that astronauts are explorers of space;

World History 

 Recognize that groups of people in early civiliza-
tions moved from place to place to hunt and
gather food, and that they improved their lives
through advancements;

 Recognize that explorers traveled to places in the
world new to them;

Civics/Government 

 Identify the President of the United States and
the Governor of Arizona;

 Understand and demonstrate responsible citizen-
ship;

 Recognize the American flag, bald eagle, Statue
of Liberty and the White House as American
symbols;

 Identify people who help keep communities and
citizens safe;

Geography 

 Recognize the differences between maps and
globes;

 Locate areas of water and land on a map or
globe;

 Determine the position of objects: near/far, be-
hind/in front, over/under, left/right, up/down;

 Locate continents and oceans on a map or globe;

 Recognize through images how people live dif-
ferently in other places and times;

Economics 

 Describe community workers and the jobs they
perform;

 Classify basic needs (food, clothing, shelter);

 Recognize U.S. currency;

 Recognize that people use money to purchase
goods and services.

Instructional time will focus on two critical areas: (1) 
representing, relating, and operating on whole num-
bers, initially with sets of objects; (2) describing 
shapes and space.  

By the end of the school year, my student will be able 
to: 

Counting and Cardinality 

 Know number names and the count sequence;

 Count to tell the number of objects;

 Compare Numbers;

Operations and Algebraic Thinking 

 Understand addition as putting together and adding
to, and understand subtraction as taking apart and
taking from;

Measurement and Data 

 Describe and compare measurable attributes;

 Classify objects and count the number of objects in
categories;

Geometry 

 Identify and describe shapes;

 Analyze, compare, create and compose shapes;

Number and Operations in Base Ten 

 Work with numbers 11-19 to gain foundations
for  place value.

Kindergarteners will learn using the following 
eight standards for mathematical practices: 

1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving
them.

2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively.

3. Construct viable arguments and critique the rea-
soning of others.

4. Model with mathematics.

5. Use appropriate tools strategically.

6. Attend to precision.

7. Look for and make use of structure.

8. Look for and express regularity in repeated rea-
soning.




