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Desert Canyon Summer Reading 

 

 

Expectations: DCMS supports summer reading to strengthen important literacy skills that translate to better comprehension 

across all academic areas. We hope that students read a variety of books for enjoyment over the summer, but we do expect 

them to choose ONE book from the district approved lists and do ONE project. Projects may be turned in anywhere from the 

first day of school to Thursday, August 29 to accommodate for new students or those who did not receive this 

communication. 
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DCMS 6th grade Summer Reading  

This summer you will be reading ONE book of your choosing from the Summer Reading list for 6th grade.   

TITLES 

GENERAL 
 

HONORS 

Al Capone Does My Shirts, by Gennifer Choldenko 
Ask Me No Questions, by Marina Budhos 
Crossing the Wire, by Will Hobbs 
Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library, by Chris Grabenstein 
How to Steal a Dog, by Barbara O’Connor 
Island of the Blue Dolphin, by Scott O’Dell 
The Ranger’s Apprentice: Ruins of Gorlan, by John Flanagan 
Stargirl, by Jerry Spinelli 
When You Reach Me, by Rebecca Stead 
Where the Red Fern Grows, by Wilson Rawls 

Ask Me No Questions, by Marina Budhos 
The Black Pearl, by Scott O’Dell 
Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library, by Chris Grabenstein 
How to Steal a Dog, by Barbara O’Connor 
Island of the Blue Dolphins, by Scott O’Dell 
Johnny Tremain, by Esther Hoskins Forbes 
My Side of the Mountain, by Jean Craighead George 
Schooled, by Gordon Korman 
Stargirl, by Jerry Spinelli 
Where the Red Fern Grows, by Wilson Rawls 

 

Once you have finished your summer reading book, complete ONE project from the list below.  

PROJECTS 
GENERAL 
 

HONORS 

     A) Project #1: Acrostic Poem  
 OR 
     B) Project #2: Double Bubble Thinking Map 

     A) Project #1: Epilogue  
               OR 
     B) Project #2: Alternate Ending 

 

 

This project will be due on Thursday, August 29, 2019. 
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6th grade General Project Instructions 

Project #1: Acrostic Poem 

Directions: Upon completion of reading a selected novel, students can choose to create a detailed Acrostic Poem and 

compose a written response that displays their understanding of the book. 

 

What is an Acrostic Poem? 

 An acrostic poem is a type of poetry where the first, last or other letters in a line spell out a particular word or phrase. 

The most common and simple form of an acrostic poem is where the first letters of each line spell out the word or 

phrase. (*See Example Poem) 

 

Step 1: 

Choose one central character from the novel and use that character’s name to create the structure of your poem. Bold 

each letter of the character’s name and add a detailed phrase that describes or explains important events, key details, 

character traits, setting descriptions, or significant themes from the novel. This must be done on an 8 ½ x 11 sheet of 

unlined paper or construction paper. 

 

Detailed Phrase: A detailed phrase contains multiple words (6 or more words in a phrase) that gives information and descriptions of 

various novel characteristics to help provide the audience with an excellent understanding of the overall book. (See Example Poem) 

 

Step 2: 

Add color and images to your Acrostic Poem that depict key events, characters, settings, or themes from the novel. 

Students may cut images from magazines, use graphic images or draw their own illustrations. 

 

Step 3: 

On the back of the Acrostic Poem, write a detailed paragraph that answers the following prompt: 
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How does the main character (the protagonist) change throughout the course of the novel? Include the title and author of 

your book in the topic sentence. Also include specific key events or details from the book to support how the main 

character changes or what causes the character to change. Paragraphs can be typed or neatly handwritten. 

 

 
 

 

Example Poem:  

August Pullman from Wonder R.J. Palacio  

 

Always act a little kinder than necessary” is what Auggie ultimately teaches his school 

Uncomfortable reactions from other people is something Auggie is used to because of his facial deformity 

Grade 5 is Auggie’s first experience at a regular school since he’s been homeschooled his whole life 

Greatness is shown by Auggie through his courage, kindness, and friendship 

In time, Auggie becomes friends with Jack and Summer who teach him the true meaning of friendship 

Eager to go to school, but only if he can change himself to be just like everyone else 

 
 
 

Project #2: Double Bubble Thinking Map 

 

 
 
Directions:  Upon completion of reading a selected novel, students may choose to create a Double Bubble Thinking Map 
and compose a written response that displays their understanding of the book. 
 
Step 1: On an 8 ½ x 11 sheet of unlined paper, create a double bubble map that displays similarities and differences 
between yourself and a character from your summer reading novel. The academic focus will be on comparing and 
contrasting character traits and personal experiences. Thinking maps can be typed or handwritten.  A printable version of 
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the thinking map template is available below. 
 
 
 
 
Step 2: 

Add color and images to your thinking map that depict the 

similarities and differences from your thinking map. To visually 

display their ideas, students may cut images from magazines, use 

graphic images, or draw their own illustrations. 

 

 
 
 

 
Step 3: 
On the back of the map compose a detailed compare/contrast paragraph that explains the similarities and differences 
between yourself and the character from your novel. Include the title and author of your book in the topic sentence. Also 
include specific key events or details from the book to support how you and the character are similar and different. 
Paragraphs can be typed or handwritten. 
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6th grade Honors Project Instructions 

Directions:  An epilogue is written to carry the plot of the novel to a further point in time (e.g. four months later, one year later, ten 
years later, and so on).  It has some plot action and explains or ties up any loose ends from the resolution of the novel.  This should 
be 1-2 pages, typed or handwritten. Make sure to important themes. 

Step 1: Create an epilogue for your summer reading.  Make sure it is closely aligned with the main themes of the novel and the 
characters’ personalities. What do you think will happen to your characters next?  What will their futures look like? 

Step 2:  Make sure to incorporate the character’s personality traits and your understanding of their life situation. 

Step 3:  Add a colorful illustration to your epilogue on a separate sheet of unlined paper.  It can be hand drawn, computer 

generated, or cutouts from magazines. 

Directions:  Create an alternate ending for the novel in which you demonstrate how you would improve the ending.  This should be 

1-2 pages, typed or handwritten. Make sure to incorporate important themes. 

Step 1:  Think back (or re-read) the end of the novel.  Pay attention to the different responses you have to the various aspects of the 

resolution – what happens, how the characters handle it, and how they interact with one another.  Did the ending seem satisfying 

and complete to you?  Can you think of ways the author could have changed the ending to improve it – not only to change the 

mood, but to add the meaning? 

Step 2:  Make sure to incorporate the character’s personality traits and your understanding of their life situation. 

Step 3:  On a separate sheet of unlined paper, add a colorful illustration to your alternate ending.  It can be hand drawn, computer 

generated, or cutouts from magazines. 

 

Project #1: Epilogue 

Project #2: Alternate Ending 
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6th Grade Summer Reading Project Rubric 

Criteria Highly Proficient Proficient Partially Proficient Minimally Proficient 

 

 

Presentation 

and Format 

Exceptionally neat, typed or 

legibly handwritten; 

extremely colorful, includes 

thoughtful and relevant 

visuals; follows all formatting 

guidelines; exceeds project 

expectations 

Neat, legibly handwritten or 

typed; colorful, includes 

relevant visuals; follows most 

formatting guidelines; meets 

project expectations 

Handwritten, somewhat 

legible; minimal color, little 

detail in illustrations; follows 

some formatting guidelines; 

approaches, but does not 

meet, project expectations 

Difficult to read, illegible; 

no color, missing pictures 

or illustrations; does not 

follow formatting 

guideline; falls far below 

project expectations 

 

 

 

Ideas & 

Content 

Demonstrates a deep and 

accurate understanding of 

and connection to the novel; 

project contains insightful, 

original ideas,  carefully 

selected, rich details from the 

text to support 

understanding of the book 

Demonstrates an accurate 

understanding of and 

connection to the novel.; 

project contains original ideas 

and relevant details from the 

text to support understanding 

of the book 

Demonstrates a limited 

understanding of and 

connection to the novel;  

project contains vague or 

general ideas and minimal 

details from the text to 

support understanding of 

the book 

Demonstrates minimal or 

no understanding of or 

connection to the novel; 

project contains little to no 

ideas and is missing details 

from the text to support 

understanding of the book 

 

Conventions 

Project contains very few 

errors in grammar, spelling, 

punctuation and 

capitalization 

Project contains some errors 

in grammar, spelling, 

punctuation, and 

capitalization  

Project contains frequent 

errors in grammar, spelling, 

punctuation, and 

capitalization 

Project contains numerous 

errors in grammar, 

spelling, punctuation, and 

capitalization, making it 

difficult to read or 

understand 
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DCMS 7th grade Summer Reading  

This summer you will be reading ONE book of your choosing from the Summer Reading list for 7th grade.   

TITLES 

GENERAL 
 

HONORS 

Eighth Grade Bites (Chronicles of Vladimir Tod, Book 1), by 
Heather Brewer 
Graceling, by Kristin Cashore 
Heir Apparent, by Vivian Vande Velde 
Hour of the Bees, by Lindsay Eagar 
Lupita Manana, by Patricia Beatty 
Novio Boy: A Play, by Gary Soto 
Pax, by Sara Pennypacker 
Navigating Early, by Clare Vanderpool 
Seraphina, by Rachel Hartman 
Zen and the Art of Faking It, by  Jordan Sonnenblick 

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, by Mark Twain 
Anne of Green Gables, by Lucy Maud Montgomery 
Graceling, by Kristin Cashore 
Lupita Manana, by Patricia Beatty 
Murder on the Orient Express, by Agatha Christie 
Novio Boy: A Play, by Gary Soto 
The Old Man and the Sea, by Ernest Hemingway 
Touching Spirit Bear. by Ben Mikaelsen 
White Fang, by Jack London 
Zen and the Art of Faking It, by  Jordan Sonnenblick 

Once you have finished your summer reading book, complete ONE project from the list below. 

 
PROJECTS 

GENERAL 
 

HONORS 

A) Project #1: Character Chronicles 
                OR 
B) Project #2: Novel Soundtrack 

A) Project #1: Epilogue  
               OR 
B) Project #2: Alternate Ending 

 

This project will be due on Thursday, August 29, 2019. 
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7th grade General Project Instructions 

 

Option 1:  Character Chronicles  
 
Step 1: Interview the main character, or protagonist, from the book for the popular literary magazine, “Character Chronicles”. Write a detailed 

response for each of the five interview questions from the perspective and using the voice of the main character from the novel.  Each response 

must be at least one paragraph (at least 5 sentences) and include a specific example of an event from the book and a page number for the event 

in parenthesis.  Be sure to include the book title and author. This project may be handwritten or typed.  

  

Interview Questions:  

1. What is the most difficult decision you have ever had to make?  

2. How did the setting of the book affect a choice you made?  

3. How did another character affect your actions?  

4. Come up with an open-ended interview question of your choice and write the character’s response.  

5. Come up with a second open-ended interview question of your choice and write the character’s response.  

  

Step 2: Create a cover page for the magazine “Character Chronicles” that features the main character (protagonist) of the novel and 
informs the audience of the interview that can be found in the magazine. Students are encouraged to be creative in the design of 
their cover; however, it must include color and at least one visual (visuals can include graphic art, student artwork/illustrations, or 

images from magazines). You may not copy the existing book cover.  
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 7th grade General Project Instructions 

Option 2:  Novel Soundtrack 

Step 1:  Imagine the novel is being made into a movie, and you will be creating its original soundtrack.  For each song, include a 
short explanation (3-4 sentences) as described below. This project may be typed or handwritten.  

Song #1:  Main Character/Protagonist  
 Choose a song that is descriptive of the main character.  

 2. List the artist and song title.  

 3. Explain how this song relates to the main character’s personality, actions, or thoughts. 

Song #2:  Main Conflict  
Choose a song that is descriptive of the main conflict in the novel.  

 2. List the artist and song title.  

 3. Explain the main conflict and how this song reflects the conflict.  

Song #3:  Climax  
Choose a song that reflects the climax of the novel.  

 2. List the artist and song title.  

 3. Explain the climax and explain how the song reflects the climax.  

Song #4:  Favorite Scene  
Choose a song that reflects your favorite scene or chapter in the novel.  

 2. List the artist and song title.  

 3. Summarize the significance of the scene and explain how the song connects to the scene.   

Song #5:  Theme  
Choose a song that reflects a theme from the novel.  

 2. List the artist and song title.  

 3. Explain the theme and explain how the song relates to it.  

Step 2: In addition to the song selections, create a cover design for the soundtrack that provides a visual representation of the 
novel. The cover must include color and a visual, in addition to your name, book title, and author of the novel. You may not copy the 
existing book cover.  
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7th grade General Project Rubric (Options #1 & #2) 

Criteria Highly Proficient Proficient  Partially 

Proficient  
Minimally 

Proficient 

Presentation 

and Format 
Exceptionally neat, 

typed or legibly 

handwritten; 

extremely colorful, 

includes thoughtful 

and relevant visuals; 

follows all 

formatting 

guidelines; exceeds 

project expectations  

Neat, legibly 

handwritten or 

typed; colorful, 

includes relevant 

visuals; follows 

most formatting 

guidelines; meets 

project 

expectations  

Handwritten, 

somewhat legible; 

minimal color, little 

detail in 

illustrations; 

follows some 

formatting 

guidelines; 

approaches, but 

does not meet, 

project 

expectations  

Difficult to read, 

illegible; no color, 

missing pictures or 

illustrations; does not 

follow formatting 

guideline; falls far 

below project 

expectations  

Content Demonstrates a deep 

and accurate 

understanding of and 

connection to the 

novel; project 

contains insightful, 

original ideas and 

carefully selected, 

rich details from the 

text to support 
understanding of the 

book 

Demonstrates an 

accurate 

understanding of 

and connection to 

the novel; project 

contains original 

ideas and 

relevant details 

from the text to 

support 
understanding of 

the book 

Demonstrates a 

limited 

understanding of 

and connection to 

the novel; project 

contains vague or 

general ideas and 

minimal details 

from the text to 

support 
understanding of 

the book 

Demonstrates 

minimal or no 

understanding of or 

connection to the 

novel; project 

contains little to no 

ideas and is missing 

details from the text 

to support 

understanding of the 
book 

Conventions Project contains very 

few errors in 

grammar, spelling, 

punctuation and 

capitalization 

Project contains 

some errors in 

grammar, 

spelling, 

punctuation, and 

capitalization 

Project contains 

frequent errors in 

grammar, spelling, 

punctuation, and 

capitalization 

Project contains 

numerous errors in 

grammar, spelling, 

punctuation, and 

capitalization, 

making it difficult to 

read or understand 
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7th grade Honors Project Instructions 

Option 1:  Epilogue 

 
An epilogue is written to carry the plot of the novel to a further point in time. (E.g. 4 months later, 1 year later, 10 years later, 

and so on.) It has some plot action and explains or ties up any loose ends from the resolution of the novel.  

Create an epilogue for your summer reading.  Make sure it is closely aligned with the main themes of the novel and the 
character’s personalities.  What do think will happen to your characters next?  What will their futures look like? 
 

Option 2:  Alternate Ending 

 
Think back (or re-read) the end of the novel.  Pay attention to the different responses you have to the various aspects of the 

resolution--what happens, how the characters handle it, and how they interact with one another. Did the ending seem satisfying and 
complete to you? Can you think of ways the author could have changed the ending to improve it -- not only to change the mood, but 
to add to the meaning?  

Create an alternate ending for the novel in which you demonstrate how you would improve the ending.   

  

For Both Options:    
 

Make sure to incorporate the character's personality traits and your understanding of their life situation and how they 

experienced the events of the novel.  Also, include the important themes (e.g. the impact of friendship or the importance of 
embracing new ideas and worlds) in order to make your work effective, meaningful and engaging.   
Your final Epilogue or Alternate Ending should be 1-2 pages in length.  See rubric on the following page for details. 
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DCMS 8th grade Summer Reading  

This summer you will be reading ONE book of your choosing from the Summer Reading list for 8th grade.   

 

GENERAL 
 

HONORS 

The Crossover, by Kwame Alexander 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime, by Mark Haddon 
The Devil’s Arithmetic, by Jane Yolen 
Feed by M.T. Anderson 
The Great Green Heist, by Varian Johnson 
If I Stay, by Gayle Forman 
Matched, by Ally Condie 
The Red Umbrella, by Christina Diaz Garcia 
Sticks and Stones, by Abby Cooper 
Treasure Island, by Robert Louis Stevenson 
 

The Crossover, by Kwame Alexander 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime, by Mark Haddon 
Feed by M.T. Anderson 
Gulliver’s Travels, by Jonathan Swift 
The Hobbit, by J.R.R. Tolkien 
If I Stay, by Gayle Forman 
Little Women, by Louisa May Alcott 
Treasure Island, by Robert Louis Stevenson 
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, by Betty Smith 
October Sky, by Homer Hickam 
 

Once you have finished your summer reading book, complete ONE project from the list below. 
 
PROJECTS 

GENERAL 
 

HONORS 

A) Book Project #1: Key Event Comic Strip 
             OR 
B) Book Project #2: Postcard Project 

A)  Book Project #1: Postcard from the Protagonist 
             OR 
B) Book Project #2: Medal of Honor Nomination Letter 

 
 

This project will be due on Thursday, August 29, 2019. 

8th grade General Project Instructions 
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Project #1: Key Event Comic Strip 

 

Directions:  Upon completion of reading a selected novel, students may choose to create a comic strip based on a key event from 

the book.  

 Step 1:  

On an 8.5”x11” sheet of either white computer paper, construction paper, or small poster board, create 6 or more panels for your 

comic strip (you may print out the template included below if you’d like, or you can create your own). The comic strip must fill the 

entire page. In the first panel, include the title and author of your book and your name.  

 Step 2:  

Beginning with the second panel, create a comic that demonstrates your understanding of a key event from the book where the 

main character, also known as the protagonist, was presented with a difficult challenge.  The comic must have meaningful dialogue 

or detailed captions in each panel that pertain to the key event. Dialogue may be typed or neatly handwritten.  

 Step 3:    

Incorporate color and Images into every panel of the comic strip. Images may be drawn by hand or created digitally.  

 Step 4:  

Complete the reflection prompts (located below) on a separate sheet of paper and attach to your comic.  Please use complete 

sentences.  
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8th grade General/Honors Project Instructions 

Project #2: Postcard from the Protagonist 

 

Directions:  Upon completion of reading a selected novel, students may choose to create a detailed postcard from the main 

character of the book. 

  

Step 1:  

Draw a picture(s) or create a collage on one side of an unlined 8 ½ X 11 paper that illustrates an important setting in the book. For 

the visual(s) on the front of your postcard, students my draw illustrations, use digital graphics, or cut pictures from magazines.  

  

Step 2:              

First, identify three important events from the novel. Next, assume the identity of the main character and write a postcard to 

another character in the novel that describes your reaction to those three key events. Make sure to describe the events in the 

postcard using specific details from the book and describe your reaction to the events. Write in 1st person point of view. The 

postcard message may be typed or neatly written.  

  

Step 3:  

Lastly, 1) sign that character’s name at the end of the message, 2) postmark your card by using the time and setting from the novel, 

and 3) include a “stamp” in the upper-right hand corner. 

  

Step 4:  

Complete the reflection prompts (located below) on a separate sheet of paper and attach to your comic.  Please use complete 

sentences.  
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8th grade Honors Project Instructions 

 

Book Project #3: Medal of Honor Nomination Letter 

 

Directions:  Upon completion of reading a selected novel, students may choose to compose a Medal of Honor nomination letter. 

Step 1: 

In the first quarter of the school year we will be discussing and defining heroism and challenges. As you read, consider the 

challenges/conflict the protagonist encounters. What are those challenges and how does the character face them? How do these 

challenges help shape that character into a hero? Annotate the text for characterization and heroic actions by highlighting significant 

lines or passages or writing them down. Your teacher may ask for a visual check of your annotations on the day your project i s due. 

Step 2: 

Compose a well-written letter to the Medal of Honor Awards Committee informing them why the protagonist from this novel should 

receive the medal of honor award for their heroism.  Choose 2-3 annotations to include as textual evidence which supports your 

nomination of  the character for hero status. This letter may be typed or neatly written. 

Step 3: 

Create your own medal of honor/award on the other side of the letter (the image here may be used as a model). The medal/award 

needs to contain color and visuals. For the visuals, you may draw illustrations, use digital graphics, or cut pictures from magazines. 

  

REFLECTIVE QUESTIONS 

1. What was/were the biggest conflict(s) the main character encountered in the book?  Use specific details/examples from the 

book to support your answer.  

2. How did the main character overcome the challenges s/he faced in the book? Use specific details from the book to support 

your answer.  

3. Did those challenges teach the main character anything about him/herself or the world s/he lives in? How do you know? 

Support your answer with specific details/examples from the book.   
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8th Grade Summer Reading Project Rubric  

Criteria  Highly Proficient  Proficient  Partially Proficient  Minimally Proficient  

  

  

Presentation 

and Format  

Exceptionally neat, 

typed or legibly 

handwritten; extremely 

colorful, includes 

thoughtful and relevant 

visuals; follows all 

formatting guidelines; 

exceeds project 

expectations  

Neat, legibly 

handwritten or typed; 

colorful, includes 

relevant visuals; follows  
most formatting 

guidelines; meets 

project expectations  

Handwritten, somewhat 

legible; minimal color,  

little detail in illustrations; 

follows some formatting 

guidelines; approaches, 

but does not meet, 

project expectations  

Difficult to read, illegible; no 

color, missing pictures or 

illustrations; does not follow 

formatting guideline; falls far 

below project expectations  

  

  

  

  

Content  

Demonstrates a deep 

and accurate 

understanding of and 

connection to the 

novel; project contains 

insightful, original ideas 

and carefully selected, 

rich details from the 

text to support 

understanding of the 

book  

Demonstrates an 

accurate understanding 

of and connection to 

the novel.; project 

contains original ideas 

and relevant details 

from the text to support 

understanding of the  

book  

   

Demonstrates a limited 

understanding of and 

connection to the novel;  

project contains vague 

or general ideas and 

minimal details from the 

text to support 

understanding of the  

book  

  

Demonstrates minimal or no 

understanding of or connection 

to the novel; project contains 

little to no ideas and is missing 

details from the text to support 

understanding of the book  

  

  

  

Conventions  

Project contains very 

few errors in grammar, 

spelling, punctuation 

and capitalization  

Project contains some 

errors in grammar, 

spelling, punctuation, 

and capitalization   

Project contains frequent 

errors in grammar, 

spelling, punctuation, 

and capitalization  

Project contains numerous 

errors in grammar, spelling, 

punctuation, and capitalization,  
making it difficult to read or  

understand  
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Comprehensively Gifted Program Summer Reading 

Directions: This summer you will be reading a book of your choosing from the honor’s Summer Reading list for your grade level.  

Once you have finished your summer reading book, reflect and evaluate your responses to its ending.  For your assignment to 

accompany reading this novel, you may either create an Epilogue or an Alternate Ending for the novel.  An Epilogue is an additional 

chapter added after the end showing the characters in the future.  An Alternate Ending is an entirely new ending to replace the 

actual end of the novel. 

Option 1:  Epilogue 

An epilogue is written to carry the plot of the novel to a further point in time. (E.g. 4 months later, 1 year later, 10 years later, 
and so on.) It has some plot action and explains or ties up any loose ends from the resolution of the novel. Create an epilogue for your 
summer reading.  Make sure it is closely aligned with the main themes of the novel and the character’s personalities.  What do think 
will happen to your characters next?  What will their futures look like? 

 

Option 2:  Alternate Ending 

Think back (or re-read) the end of the novel.  Pay attention to the different responses you have to the various aspects of the 
resolution--what happens, how the characters handle it, and how they interact with one another. Did the ending seem satisfying and 

complete to you? Can you think of ways the author could have changed the ending to improve it -- not only to change the mood, but 
to add to the meaning? Create an alternate ending for the novel in which you demonstrate how you would improve the ending.   

  

For Both Options:    
 

Make sure to incorporate the character's personality traits and your understanding of their life situation and how they 
experienced the events of the novel.  Also, include the important themes (e.g. the impact of friendship or the importance of 

embracing new ideas and worlds) in order to make your work effective, meaningful and engaging.   
Your final Epilogue or Alternate Ending should be 1-2 pages in length, but remember this is a graded assignment and will be 
evaluated for effort, accuracy, and creativity. 
 

This project will be due on Thursday, August 29, 2019. 
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