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       NEWS AND INFORMATION
Van Fleet is Named New Public Information Officer 

for Scottsdale Unified School District
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (Oct. 25th, 2006) – Marijke (pronounced Mah-RAY-kah) Van Fleet has joined Scottsdale Unified School District (SUSD) as Public Information Officer.  Her primary duties are to respond to all media inquiries and to inform parents and the community about District news. Ms. Van Fleet reports to Maureen O’Leary, Executive Director Communications and Marketing.
“Accurate and timely communication with our community is so important. We are very pleased to have an experienced media and public relations professional like Marijke join our team,” said O’Leary. “In addition, she is an SUSD alumna who has come full circle from graduate to promoter of the many wonderful accomplishments that happen every day at all of our schools.”

Marijke comes to SUSD from Donor Network of Arizona (DNA) where she served as Media and Community Outreach Specialist for the non-profit organ donation organization.  Prior to joining DNA, Ms. Van Fleet was a Public Information Officer for the Arizona Game and Fish Department. 

After graduating from Scottsdale’s own Chaparral High School, Marijke earned a B.A. from Northern Arizona University in speech communication with a minor in journalism and an emphasis in biology.  Initially, her career path led her across the country to positions in front of the camera as a television anchor and reporter.  Ms. Van Fleet later returned to Arizona and chose a more behind-the-scenes career in media and public relations.

Ms. Van Fleet’s work experience includes media, outreach, event planning and public relations work for television stations, advertising agencies, the Tobacco Use Prevention Program, the State of Arizona, and Arizona’s organ procurement organization (organ donation and transplantation).  

Education is a family affair for the Van Fleets.  Both of Marijke’s parents were college professors (her father still teaches at ASU West), one aunt is a special-needs teacher and a cousin writes children’s books. Even her 97-year-old grandmother was a teacher in the era of one-room schoolhouses. With her background and passion for education, she is a perfect fit for this position.
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She is also a member of the Public Relations Society of America (PRSA) and does volunteer work for Ducks Unlimited and other community groups. Marijke’s hobbies include:  reading, photography, and enjoying the “great outdoors.” She considers herself “a lifelong learner.”
To Reach Ms. Van Fleet

Phone:  480-484-6111

Email: mvanfleet@susd.org
About Scottsdale Unified School District

Scottsdale Unified School District is Arizona’s most Excelling school district, with 21 schools earning the state’s highest rating, “Excelling.” All Scottsdale schools are rated as Performing, Performing Plus, Highly Performing or Excelling by the Arizona Department of Education. For more information about Scottsdale Unified, please visit www.susd.org.

Photo

Marijke Van Fleet, Public Information Officer for Scottsdale Unified School District.
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